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__AT&T
Frank S. Simone Suite 1000
Government Affairs Director 1120 2oth Street, NW

Washington DC 20036
202-457-2321
202-263-2660 FAX
fsimone~att.com

October20, 2003

VIA ELECTRONICFILING

Ms. MarleneH. Dortch
Secretary
FederalCommunicationsCommission
445 TwelfthStreet,S. W. — RoomTWB-204
Washington,D. C. 20554

Re: Exparte,CC DocketNo. 96-149,VerizonPetitionfor Forbearancefrom
theProhibitionofsharingOperating,Installation,andMaintenance
FunctionsUnderSection53,203(a)(2)oftheCommission’sRules

DearMs. Dortch:

OnFriday, October17, 2003,RobertQuinn, AryehFriedmanandthe
undersigned,representingAT&T, met with JeffreyCarlisle,BrentOlson,Crisiti
Shewman,andNardaJonesofthe Commission’sWirelineCompetitionBureau. The
purposeofthemeetingwasto reviewAT&T’s positionin theabove-captioned
proceeding. Specifically,wediscussed(1) Verizon’s requestthattheCommissiontake
actionthat Section10(d)oftheCommunicationsAct expresslyforbids,(2) Verizon’s
failure to produceany credibleevidencethat theOI&M safeguardhasimposedany
costson Verizon, and(3) thatno matterhow costlycompliancewith theOI&M
safeguardsis claimedto be, so long asthereis a“strong connection”betweenthose
safeguardsandtheprotectionof long distancecompetition,theyare“necessary”within
themeaningofSection10 andforbearancemaynotbegranted.Eachoftheseissuesis
discussedfully in the attachedwrittenex partesubmissionspreviouslyfiled with the
Commission.

In addition,wearguedSection10(d) oftheCommunicationsAct categorically
forbidstheCommissionfrom forbearingfrom therequirementsof section251(c) and
section271 until the Commission“determinesthatthoserequirementshavebeenfully
implemented.”Thisplain statutorylanguagemeansthattheCommissioncannot
simply permitVerizon’spetitionto be “deemed”grantedby the Commissionunder
section10(c) by failing to acton it in thetime periodspecifiedby section10(c).
Section10(d)is anexpress“limitation” on the scopeofsection10, andunambiguously
requiresthattheCommission“determine” that the“requirements”ofsection251(c)
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andsection271 haveinfact “beenfully implemented”beforeforbearancefrom a
requirementofthoseprovisionsbegranted,whetherexpressly
grantedby Commissionactionundersection10(a)or“deemed”grantedby
Commission’sinactionundersection10(c).

Consistentwith Section1.1206ofthe Commission’srules,I amfiling one
electroniccopyofthisnotice andrequestthat you placeit in therecordof theabove-
captionedproceeding.

Sincerely,

ATTACHMENTS

cc: J. Carlisle
N. Jones
A. Kearney
B. Olson
C. Shewman
J. Stanley


